GEORGE THE THIRD
stead and Highgate to Clapham, and even as far as Tooting; while
the vast distance between Greenwich and Kensington presented the
same dazzling appearance. The poorest mechanics contributed
their proportion, and instances were exhibited of cobblers' stall
decorated with one or two farthing candles.
The Queen took her young family to witness this magnificent
display of loyalty. They did not return to Kew until two in the
morning; and there was the King waiting to welcome them.
The Queen incidentally scolded him for not being in bed, but
he replied that he could not possibly retire until he knew that she
and tie children were safe. After all there was no knowing what
mischief was being concocted in Brooks's; but for the moment
it was not safe for the Opposition champions to appear in the
streets; and those costly ' Regency Caps' were quickly relegated
to the wardrobe.
On April 23rd London was again enfSte. The King was going
in state publicly to render thanks to his God for his recovery.
Accompanying him were the Queen, members of his Family,
the great Officers of State, Lords and Commons; and as the
procession wended its way through the streets to St Paul's a
mighty roar of cheering went up. At the door of the cathedral
he was met by Beilby Porteus, Bishop of London, and George
Pretyman, Bishop of Lincoln and Dean of St Paul's; and as they
entered the building five thousand children sang the hundredth
psalm. Overcome with emotion George turned to Dr Porteus
and said:
I now feel that I have been ill.
Tears of joy bedewed many cheeks that day; but George, the
centre of all attention, played his part like a true king. According
to all account the Prince of Wales was in a bad temper: his
welcome in the streets had been cold, and even hostile; and in
marked contrast to that given to his royal father and Pitt.
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